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SSeerrmmoonn  ffoorr  tthhee  TThhiirrdd  WWeeddnneessddaayy  iinn  LLeenntt,,  22000066  
SSaaiinntt  PPaauull--LLeebbaannoonn  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh  //  FFeellttoonn,,  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa  
[[IIssaaiiaahh  1111::22]]  --  GGaallaattiiaannss  55::1166--2233  --  [[PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  44::88]]  ––  MMaatttthheeww  44::11--1111  
CChhaanncceeffoorrdd  &&  EEaasstt  HHooppeewweellll  TToowwnnsshhiipp  CCoo--ooppeerraattiivvee  LLuutthheerraann  LLeenntteenn  SSeerriieess  
  

JJ..  JJ..  !!  
  

[[IIssaaiiaahh  1111::22  ((NNeeww  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  VVeerrssiioonn))  
22  TThhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  wwiillll  rreesstt  oonn  hhiimm——     
              tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  wwiissddoomm  aanndd  ooff  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg,,    
              tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  ccoouunnsseell  aanndd  ooff  ppoowweerr,,    
              tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD..]]  
  
GGaallaattiiaannss  55::1166--2233  ((NNeeww  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  VVeerrssiioonn))  
1166SSoo  II  ssaayy,,  lliivvee  bbyy  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,  aanndd  yyoouu  wwiillll  nnoott  ggrraattiiffyy  tthhee  ddeessiirreess  ooff  tthhee    
ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree..  1177FFoorr  tthhee  ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree  ddeessiirreess  wwhhaatt  iiss  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,    
aanndd  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  wwhhaatt  iiss  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree..  TThheeyy  aarree  iinn  ccoonnfflliicctt  wwiitthh    
eeaacchh  ootthheerr,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ddoo  nnoott  ddoo  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  wwaanntt..  1188BBuutt  iiff  yyoouu  aarree  lleedd  bbyy  
tthhee    
SSppiirriitt,,  yyoouu  aarree  nnoott  uunnddeerr  llaaww..    
  1199TThhee  aaccttss  ooff  tthhee  ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree  aarree  oobbvviioouuss::  sseexxuuaall  iimmmmoorraalliittyy,,  iimmppuurriittyy  aanndd    
ddeebbaauucchheerryy;;  2200iiddoollaattrryy  aanndd  wwiittcchhccrraafftt;;  hhaattrreedd,,  ddiissccoorrdd,,  jjeeaalloouussyy,,  ffiittss  ooff  
rraaggee,,    
sseellffiisshh  aammbbiittiioonn,,  ddiisssseennssiioonnss,,  ffaaccttiioonnss  2211aanndd  eennvvyy;;  ddrruunnkkeennnneessss,,  oorrggiieess,,  aanndd  
tthhee    
lliikkee..  II  wwaarrnn  yyoouu,,  aass  II  ddiidd  bbeeffoorree,,  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  lliivvee  lliikkee  tthhiiss  wwiillll  nnoott    
iinnhheerriitt  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGoodd..    
  2222BBuutt  tthhee  ffrruuiitt  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  iiss  lloovvee,,  jjooyy,,  ppeeaaccee,,  ppaattiieennccee,,  kkiinnddnneessss,,    
ggooooddnneessss,,  ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss,,  2233ggeennttlleenneessss  aanndd  sseellff--ccoonnttrrooll..  AAggaaiinnsstt  ssuucchh  tthhiinnggss  
tthheerree    
iiss  nnoo  llaaww..  
  
[[PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  44::88  ((NNeeww  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  VVeerrssiioonn))  
88FFiinnaallllyy,,  bbrrootthheerrss,,  wwhhaatteevveerr  iiss  ttrruuee,,  wwhhaatteevveerr  iiss  nnoobbllee,,  wwhhaatteevveerr  iiss  rriigghhtt,,    
wwhhaatteevveerr  iiss  ppuurree,,  wwhhaatteevveerr  iiss  lloovveellyy,,  wwhhaatteevveerr  iiss  aaddmmiirraabbllee—— iiff  aannyytthhiinngg  iiss    
eexxcceelllleenntt  oorr  pprraaiisseewwoorrtthhyy—— tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt  ssuucchh  tthhiinnggss..]]  
  
MMaatttthheeww  44::11--1111  ((NNeeww  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  VVeerrssiioonn))  
11TThheenn  JJeessuuss  wwaass  lleedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt  ttoo  bbee  tteemmpptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  
ddeevviill..    
22AAfftteerr  ffaassttiinngg  ffoorrttyy  ddaayyss  aanndd  ffoorrttyy  nniigghhttss,,  hhee  wwaass  hhuunnggrryy..  33TThhee  tteemmpptteerr  
ccaammee  ttoo    
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hhiimm  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  ""IIff  yyoouu  aarree  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd,,  tteellll  tthheessee  ssttoonneess  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  
bbrreeaadd..""    
  44JJeessuuss  aannsswweerreedd,,  ""IItt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn::  ''MMaann  ddooeess  nnoott  lliivvee  oonn  bbrreeaadd  aalloonnee,,  bbuutt  oonn    
eevveerryy  wwoorrdd  tthhaatt  ccoommeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  GGoodd..''[[aa]]""    
  55TThheenn  tthhee  ddeevviill  ttooookk  hhiimm  ttoo  tthhee  hhoollyy  cciittyy  aanndd  hhaadd  hhiimm  ssttaanndd  oonn  tthhee  
hhiigghheesstt    
ppooiinntt  ooff  tthhee  tteemmppllee..  66""IIff  yyoouu  aarree  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd,,""  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  ""tthhrrooww  yyoouurrsseellff    
ddoowwnn..  FFoorr  iitt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn::    
      ""  ''HHee  wwiillll  ccoommmmaanndd  hhiiss  aannggeellss  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  yyoouu,,    
            aanndd  tthheeyy  wwiillll  lliifftt  yyoouu  uupp  iinn  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss,,    
      ssoo  tthhaatt  yyoouu  wwiillll  nnoott  ssttrriikkee  yyoouurr  ffoooott  aaggaaiinnsstt  aa  ssttoonnee..''[[bb]]""    
  77JJeessuuss  aannsswweerreedd  hhiimm,,  ""IItt  iiss  aallssoo  wwrriitttteenn::  ''DDoo  nnoott  ppuutt  tthhee  LLoorrdd  yyoouurr  GGoodd  ttoo  
tthhee    
tteesstt..''[[cc]]""    
  88AAggaaiinn,,  tthhee  ddeevviill  ttooookk  hhiimm  ttoo  aa  vveerryy  hhiigghh  mmoouunnttaaiinn  aanndd  sshhoowweedd  hhiimm  aallll  
tthhee    
kkiinnggddoommss  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  tthheeiirr  sspplleennddoorr..  99""AAllll  tthhiiss  II  wwiillll  ggiivvee  yyoouu,,""  hhee  ssaaiidd,,    
""iiff  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbooww  ddoowwnn  aanndd  wwoorrsshhiipp  mmee..""    
  1100JJeessuuss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhiimm,,  ""AAwwaayy  ffrroomm  mmee,,  SSaattaann!!  FFoorr  iitt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn::  ''WWoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  
LLoorrdd    
yyoouurr  GGoodd,,  aanndd  sseerrvvee  hhiimm  oonnllyy..''[[dd]]""    
  1111TThheenn  tthhee  ddeevviill  lleefftt  hhiimm,,  aanndd  aannggeellss  ccaammee  aanndd  aatttteennddeedd  hhiimm..  
  

??   ??   ??   ??   ??   ??   ??   
  
Grace to you and peace from Him Who is and Who was and 

Who is to come.  ?? Amen. 

            ‘Practicing the Virtuous Life – the Holiness Tradition’ 

is to be the theme for our thought and prayer, for our 

listening to God’s Word to us and for us this night in the 

middle of our Lenten fast and pilgrimage.  Virtue is not a 

word that comes easily to our lips.  We are familiar with it 
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mostly from caricature.  It conjures up for many the vision of 

someone with no bad habits, in fact with very few habits of 

any kind.  The playwright and satirist, Oscar Wilde, gave 

voice to our post-Puritan embarrassment over virtue when he 

said, “Hypocrisy is my only virtue.”  Yet, being without fault 

or faults is far from the original meaning of this word which 

has its origins in the ancient Greek concept of ARETÉ which 

means, literally, ‘skill,’ ‘excellence’ in some useful or 

praiseworthy endeavor. One of the main characters in a 

popular science fiction series, a hot-shot fighter pilot 

nicknamed ‘Starbuck,’ comes closer to the real meaning of 

‘virtue’ in her lightning repartee to a senior officer who says 

to her, “You know what you’re really good at Starbuck?  

Screwing up!  That’s what!”  “Oh yeah?” she winds up for the 

pitch, “Everybody needs a skill!”  Strike!  The fictional fact is 

that Starbuck is outstanding at her job, fearlessly taking risks, 

so that, when she does make a mistake, it’s  ‘a doozie.’   
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            ‘Everybody needs a skill.’  It usually takes some 

perspective on one’s life, the long view that comes with age, 

to see that skill and to appreciate it.  The 16th Century 

Florentine goldsmith and sculptor, Benvenuto Cellini, thought 

that this ought not only to be known, but also written about.  

“No matter what sort he is,” Cellini writes in the beginning of 

his autobiography, “everyone who has to his credit what are 

or really seem great achievements, if he cares for truth and 

goodness, ought to write the story of his own life in his own 

hand; but no one should venture such a splendid undertaking 

before he is forty.”    

            Before one is forty, it seems to me that it may be 

possible to see what we have done, produced, or achieved 

with our lives, but, with the passage of another decade, it 

becomes more clear what sort of person we have become.   

We may have mastered the art of working in gold, or of 

cutting wood, or of the many skills that go into farming, or 
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we may have learned enough of one of the humane or 

natural sciences to begin to know what we do not know, but 

have we mastered the art, the skill, the virtue of actually 

being and becoming that person God created us to be, that 

person redeemed by the suffering humanity and the divine 

power of Christ, in Whom ‘virtue,’ the fullness of being 

human, was realized?  What is the consequence if we do not 

know what that fullness might be?  What is the consequence 

if we do not achieve the greatness of being created in the 

image of God? 

            ‘Virtue’ is a non-Biblical word, though the concept 

behind it is not, as we hear from the words of Scripture in 

tonight’s readings, especially in Saint Paul’s wise counsel to 

the Church at Philppi.  ‘Virtue’ poses a question to the Bible 

and the Bible’s answer is Holiness.  To treat the creation as 

God’s creation, to treat the Church as God’s house and 

community, to understand our human abilities and complex 
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human emotions as so many means of expressing our joy at 

being created for God, and being redeemed by Christ, to 

treat one another and ourselves as the living temples of God’s 

presence, is to be holy, and to be holy is to grow into virtue 

and away from its opposite, apathy, vice, the desire for great 

things without any effort— the very temptation Satan offers 

Our Lord in tonight’s Gospel. 

            The core of the Christian understanding of virtue, the 

Church’s understanding of what a life worth living is,  is to be 

found in those Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit that Isaiah 

foretold would be the marks of the Spirit of God’s Anointed 

One, Messiah: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, 

knowledge, piety and  the fear of the LORD, respect for God 

as God.   

            When these gifts of the Holy Spirit become our ‘skill,’ 

our virtue,  they bear that fruit listed by Saint Paul in 

Galatians, nine in all:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
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goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  That is 

what the Christian looks like in profile, the more s/he grows 

in God the Holy Spirit.  The life skills appropriate to each of 

these fruits of the Spirit take up more and more space in our 

lives, pushing out other habits until all those things Saint Paul 

lists actually become enjoyable.  C. S. Lewis  has the Big 

Demon, ‘Screwtape,’ write to the little subordinate demon, 

‘Wormwood,’ in his fanciful book about Christian life, The 

Screwtape Letters: “You must be very careful to make sure 

that this does not happen, that he does not actually begin to 

enjoy being good.  Make sure that your subject finds love, 

peace and all the rest of it a terrible bore and a worrisome 

bother.”      

           When the Holy Spirit, Who is the very Spirit of 

Holiness, takes root in our lives, we do actually enjoy life in 

the spirit, not just doing good but being good.  Historic 

Christian wisdom has laid down that the maturity and 
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strength and integrity that flowers from this is a spectacular 

miracle, a miracle of a life that is not being wasted, of a life 

that is consecrated to God and full of purpose.  The perfect 

Biblical number seven is, not coincidentally, the number of 

those basic virtues, ‘skills’ of holiness that we see in the Saints 

who have gone before us, in Christians around us and which 

we should expect to see in ourselves.  They are chastity 

(courage and boldness in the moral life as it pertains to our 

sexuality), generosity, moderation, zeal, meekness, charity 

and humility.   It stands to reason that these virtues are not 

developed to the same degree in all Christians everywhere, 

and it is also to be expected that that will be the case with 

each one of us.       

            Expect the Tempter to offer you a shortcut to 

happiness without learning the skill of how to live, life 

without virtue, without holiness.    Remember that, if sin 

were not our starting point, we would not have needed a 
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Redeemer and a Mediator to present us to the Father as 

spotless and forgiven for His sake, because of His 

righteousness, and we also would not need to grow into 

God’s image because we would already reflect that image.  

That has been true of only one, or perhaps two people since 

our first parents screwed up, so to speak, and when the 

Tempter accuses you of that, just give it right back to him as 

Martin Luther would when he wrote, “Sin boldly, but believe 

more boldly still!” or, in the immortal words of Captain Kara 

Thrace, the inimitable ‘Starbuck,’ “Oh yeah?  Well, 

everybody needs a skill!”  ??  Amen. 

??   ??   ??   ??   ??   ??   ??   

Now to Him Who loves us and has freed us from our sins by 

His blood and has made of us a kingdom, priests to His God 

and Father, to Him be glory and dominion with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, both now and forever.  ??  Amen. 
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SS..  DD..  GG..  !!  

             

  
  


