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SSSeeerrrmmmooonnn   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   FFFiii rrr sss ttt   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   iiinnn   AAAdddvvveeennnttt ,,,   YYYeeeaaarrr   CCC      
SSSuuunnndddaaayyy,,,   222888...xxxiii ...222000000666,,,   111000:::000000,,,   HHHooolllyyy   EEEuuuccchhhaaarrr iii sss ttt   –––   LLLBBBWWW   222   
JJJeeerrreeemmmiiiaaahhh   333333:::111444---111666;;;   PPPsssaaalllmmm   222555:::111---111000;;;   111   TTThhheeessssssaaa lllooonnniiiaaannnsss   333:::999---111333;;;   LLLuuukkkeee   222111:::222555---333666   
SSSaaaiiinnnttt   JJJaaammmeeesss   ttthhheee   AAApppooosss ttt llleee   EEEvvvaaannngggeeelll iii cccaaalll   LLLuuuttthhheeerrraaannn   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   ///   BBBrrroooggguuueee,,,   PPPeeennnnnnsssyyylllvvvaaannniiiaaa 
 
 

JJJeeesssuuu   JJJuuuvvvaaa!!!   
 
Grace to you and peace from Him Who is and Who 

was and Who is to come!   Amen. 

“““TTThhheee   dddaaayyysss   aaarrreee   sssuuurrreeelllyyy   cccooommmiiinnnggg,,,   sssaaayyysss   ttthhheee   LLLOOORRRDDD,,,   wwwhhheeennn   III   
wwwiiilll lll   fffuuulllfffiii lll lll   ttthhheee   ppprrrooommmiiissseee   III   mmmaaadddeee   tttooo   ttthhheee   hhhooouuussseee   ooofff   IIIsssrrraaaeeelll   
aaannnddd   ttthhheee   hhhooouuussseee   ooofff   JJJuuudddaaahhh...      IIInnn   ttthhhooossseee   dddaaayyysss   aaannnddd   aaattt   ttthhhaaattt   
tttiiimmmeee   III   wwwiiilll lll   cccaaauuussseee   aaa   rrriiiggghhhttteeeooouuusss   BBBrrraaannnccchhh   tttooo   sssppprrriiinnnggg   uuuppp   fffooorrr   
DDDaaavvviiiddd;;;   aaannnddd   hhheee   ssshhhaaalll lll   eeexxxeeecccuuuttteee   jjjuuussstttiiiccceee   aaannnddd   rrriiiggghhhttteeeooouuusssnnneeessssss   iiinnn   
ttthhheee   lllaaannnddd...”””               

                                                                                                      ------JJJeeerrreeemmmiiiaaahhh   333333:::111444,,,111555   

   

“““TTTrrruuulllyyy   III   ttteeelll lll   yyyooouuu,,,   ttthhhiiisss   gggeeennneeerrraaatttiiiooonnn   wwwiiilll lll   nnnooottt   pppaaassssss   aaawwwaaayyy   
uuunnntttiii lll   aaalll lll   ttthhhiiinnngggsss   hhhaaavvveee   tttaaakkkeeennn   ppplllaaaccceee...      HHHeeeaaavvveeennn   aaannnddd   eeeaaarrrttthhh   
wwwiiilll lll   pppaaassssss   aaawwwaaayyy,,,   bbbuuuttt   mmmyyy   wwwooorrrdddsss   wwwiiilll lll   nnnooottt   pppaaassssss   aaawwwaaayyy...”””      

------LLLuuukkkeee   222111:::333222,,,333333   

   

A promise, if it is more than just words, is a word of 

power.  That power comes from the one who makes 

the promise and from the one who believes it, from the 

mouth of the one who speaks a word that will come 
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true, and from the heart that clings to that word.  

When a promise is kept, faith is confirmed and 

strengthened and doubt and despair is kept within 

bounds.  When a real promise is made, the one who 

makes it will make a way for that promise to be kept.  

The one who believes that promise will make space for 

the keeping of that word in an outlook that includes it, 

that makes room for it.  “I just knew he would be here 

when he said he would!”  “She can be trusted; she has 

never let me down!”  We learn about promises in that 

way, in small ways that may seem small.  And that is 

how we learn to keep them, too. 

            So, too, do we learn about the word that 

is broken, about the promise that is not kept.  The 

false promise, a lie, really, has its own power, but it is 
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not a power to make our hearts and minds greater, not 

a power to enlarge our outlook and our hope.  Instead, 

the broken promise and the false hope that attaches to 

it tears down faith, and narrows the outlook of those 

who have learned not to trust, who have learned, 

where it suits their purpose, to deceive.   

            The Bible is holy because it contains 

within its pages the hope of a people, the family 

history of a people who that God makes promises and 

keeps them.  This people, the people of God’s promise 

to Israel, believes that God begins the things God 

intends to do, that God tells of these things and that 

God will so direct events and humankind’s part in that 

history that God’s promises will be kept.  God 

promises to establish a people as a nation, in a certain 
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place, for as long as that people lives in mercy toward 

one another and toward others.   Even after destruction 

comes to that people, because they did not keep their 

promise to God, God makes an even greater promise 

than the promise of the land.  Like a living branch 

growing from the stump of a tree cut down and left for 

dead, One will rise from among the people to complete 

God’s purposes and promises, that ‘righteous branch for 

David,’ the One we expect through repentance in this 

holy Advent season, the One in Whom we believe 

God’s promises have been kept. 

            It occurs to me that our own family tree of 

faith has suffered some severe pruning down through 

the years.  The shape of the tree has changed, it is 

true, as branches have been lost, and we mourn that 
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loss.  But those who remain, those who continue with 

this people, with this little family as part of the great 

family of faith, do so, it also seems to me, because of 

God’s promises that are kept, also among us, right 

here, in the Word of the God who welcomes us home 

in the Sacrament of His fellowship, His communion 

with us.    

            It is that Word of God, those promises 

God makes and we believe, that we have to offer 

others, those who do not belong to the past of this 

place and congregation but rather to our present and 

our future.   The very best thing that we can do to 

make this a congregation that people will want to join 

and stay part of is to preach and hear God’s promise of 

love and forgiveness toward all, to believe that God 
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keeps all His promises, and to lift up our eyes in hope 

in that faith.    

 Amen. 

            Now to Him Who loves us and has freed 

us from ours sins by His blood and has made of us a 

Kingdom, priests to His God and Father, to Him be 

glory and dominion with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

SSSooollliii   DDDeeeooo   GGGlllooorrriiiaaa!!!   


