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SSSeeerrrmmmooonnn   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   TTThhhiii rrrddd   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   aaafff ttt eeerrr   ttthhheee   EEEpppiiippphhhaaannnyyy,,,   YYYeeeaaarrr   CCC,,,   222111... iii ...222000000777   
EEEvvvaaannngggeeelll iii cccaaalll   LLLuuuttthhheeerrraaannn   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   ooofff   SSSaaaiiinnnttt   JJJaaammmeeesss   ttthhheee   AAApppooosss ttt lll eee   ///   BBBrrroooggguuueee,,,   PPPeeennnnnnsssyyylllvvvaaannniiiaaa   
111000:::000000   aaa...mmm... ,,,   HHHooolllyyy   EEEuuuccchhhaaarrr iii sss ttt ,,,   LLLBBBWWW      SSSeeettt ttt iiinnnggg   222   
NNNeeehhheeemmmiiiaaahhh   888:::111---333,,,   555---666,,,   888---111000;;;   PPPsssaaa lllmmm   111999;;;   111   CCCooorrr iiinnnttthhhiiiaaannnsss   111222:::111222---333111aaa;;;  LLLuuukkkeee   444:::111444---222111   
   
   

JJJ...   JJJ...   !!!   
   

Grace to you and peace from Him Who is and Who was 

and Who is to come.         Amen. 

 

...   ...   ...   aaannnddd   ttthhheee   ssscccrrrooolll lll   ooofff   ttthhheee   ppprrroooppphhheeettt   IIIsssaaaiiiaaahhh   wwwaaasss   gggiiivvveeennn   tttooo   hhhiiimmm...   HHHeee   
uuunnnrrrooolll llleeeddd   ttthhheee   ssscccrrrooolll lll   aaannnddd   fffooouuunnnddd   ttthhheee   ppplllaaaccceee   wwwhhheeerrreee   iiittt   wwwaaasss   wwwrrriii tttttteeennn:::   """TTThhheee   
SSSpppiiirrriii ttt   ooofff   ttthhheee   LLLooorrrddd   iiisss   uuupppooonnn   mmmeee,,,   bbbeeecccaaauuussseee   hhheee   hhhaaasss   aaannnoooiiinnnttteeeddd   mmmeee   tttooo   bbbrrriiinnnggg   
gggooooooddd   nnneeewwwsss   tttooo   ttthhheee   pppoooooorrr...   HHHeee   hhhaaasss   ssseeennnttt   mmmeee   tttooo   ppprrroooccclllaaaiiimmm   rrreeellleeeaaassseee   tttooo   ttthhheee   
cccaaappptttiiivvveeesss   aaannnddd   rrreeecccooovvveeerrryyy   ooofff   sssiiiggghhhttt   tttooo   ttthhheee   bbbllliiinnnddd,,,   tttooo   llleeettt   ttthhheee   ooopppppprrreeesssssseeeddd   gggooo   
fffrrreeeeee,,,   tttooo   ppprrroooccclllaaaiiimmm   ttthhheee   yyyeeeaaarrr   ooofff   ttthhheee   LLLooorrrddd'''sss   fffaaavvvooorrr...   """AAAnnnddd   hhheee   rrrooolll llleeeddd   uuuppp   ttthhheee   
ssscccrrrooolll lll ,,,   gggaaavvveee   iiittt   bbbaaaccckkk   tttooo   ttthhheee   aaatttttteeennndddaaannnttt,,,   aaannnddd   sssaaattt   dddooowwwnnn...   TTThhheee   eeeyyyeeesss   ooofff   aaalll lll   iiinnn   
ttthhheee   sssyyynnnaaagggoooggguuueee   wwweeerrreee   fffiiixxxeeeddd   ooonnn   hhhiiimmm...      TTThhheeennn   hhheee   bbbeeegggaaannn   tttooo   sssaaayyy   tttooo   ttthhheeemmm,,,   
"""TTTooodddaaayyy   ttthhhiiisss   ssscccrrriiippptttuuurrreee   hhhaaasss   bbbeeeeeennn   fffuuulllfffiii lll llleeeddd   iiinnn   yyyooouuurrr   hhheeeaaarrriiinnnggg..."""   

------LLLuuukkkeee   444:::111777---222111   

 Oral presentation of today’s sermon begins on page 3.  

*[Today’s readings from Holy Scripture all speak, directly or 

implicitly, of the order of God’s will.  Psalm 19 glorifies 

the Creator because of the marvelous pattern of order and 

*Bracketed text not included in oral presentation. 
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balance in the universe, and for the sheer beauty of creation 

besides.  The stars of heaven glorify God simply by being 

the magnificent lights they are.  If we, too, truly are what 

we are created to be, we will glorify God consciously, with  

our whole being.  The Apostle Paul points to the intricate 

order and balance of a healthy, living body, as analogous,       

with its many parts and members, to the diverse 

membership of the Church.]*  

            [In today’s First Reading, from the rededication 

of the Temple recorded in Nehemiah, and in today’s 

Gospel, the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry according to 

Saint Luke, God’s Law as it is revealed and promised in 

Scripture is the focus.  As Ezra, a scribe or theologian, 

ritually reads out the over 600 commandments contained in 

the Torah, the Levites listed in verse 7, not included in  
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today’s reading, help the people to understand these 

Scriptures, “with interpretation,” as we hear in verse 8.]*   

            It was [that] interpretation of Scripture, 

understood as the application of God’s commandments to 

life, that was being given in the Synagogues of Judæa and 

Galilee in Jesus’ day.  This was what the people expected, 

but Jesus had something altogether different to say to His 

kinsfolk in the Synagogue at Nazareth on His first and last 

Sabbath as guest Rabbi there.  Instead of reading from the 

Torah, from the first five Books of the Bible, and focusing 

on one or more of the commandments given there, Jesus 

chose to read from the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah.  Instead 

of saying how the people had not lived up to Isaiah’s vision 

of a society with no losers, instead of saying how the 

people should overcome their own practice of injustice, or 



 4

how they should overcome their own spiritual blindness, or 

how the LORD was going to get even with the foreign 

oppressors of Israel, instead of saying anything like the 

teachers they were used to might say, He simply read the 

text, as a kind of overture to the rest of His message and 

ministry, Our Lord simply rolled up the scroll, handed it 

back to the attendant, sat down and, in what might have 

been a local prize-winning, one-sentence sermon, told the 

congregation that Isaiah’s prophecy had just been fulfilled in 

their hearing.  No one, of course, had no idea what He 

meant, but it sounded good and it was short.  If you read 

on in Luke Chapter 4, or listen carefully next Sunday, you 

will see what happened when the sermon became 

interactive.   



 5

            Do we have any idea what Jesus meant by 

saying that the words of Isaiah were fulfilled?  Note 

carefully, He did not say that they had been fulfilled 

sometime and somewhere, either long ago or just recently.  

Instead, Jesus said what neither Ezra nor any of the Levites 

were able to tell the people as they interpreted the Scripture 

for the people.  Jesus said what neither I nor any preacher 

before or since that Sabbath in Nazareth could say, for all 

of us, taken as a whole, in every sermon that has every 

been preached or ever will be preached, before or after that 

day in Nazareth, can point toward the fulfillment of God’s 

liberating Word in the future or in the past.  None of us 

can say, in our own name, what Jesus said.  Jesus alone 

could and did say, of the liberation of all those who are 
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bound by fate or by oppression or by sin, “Today this 

Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”   

            Yet, that is exactly what He said, and says, in 

our hearing.  That is exactly what He means, also for us.  

That is exactly what He says to me and to you through the 

Apostolic Ministry of the Church, through that ministry He 

instituted so that His Word, the fulfillment of God’s 

promise of liberation can and will be proclaimed to His 

people until the end of time when all bonds of sin and 

injustice will be released and all things will be restored to 

the peace of God.  It is such a privilege to say those words, 

but they are not mine: “As a called and ordained minister 

of the Church of Christ, and by His authority, I declare to 

you the forgiveness of all your sins . . . . The Body of 

Christ, given for you; the Blood of Christ, shed for you.”  
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            If the poor are still poor without hope of a 

better future, if we have given up on our own future, if 

those bound to addiction or those enslaved by others are 

still bound in one captivity or other or if we reaffirm our 

bondage to sin by returning to it, again and again, if we 

are still blind to the world’s manifest injustice or if we live  

delude ourselves with an imitation of happiness based on 

what we have and think we own while others live in 

misery and oppression, then what is our excuse?  Can’t we 

hear?  Can’t we see?  Don’t we know that the time is no 

longer our own, that now it is the year of the LORD’S 

favor? I didn’t say it.  He did and does.  Hear Him!   

 Amen.   
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Now to Him Who loves us and has saved us by His  

blood, and has made of us a kingdom, priests to His God 

and Father, to Him be glory and dominion with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, both now and forever.   

   Amen. 

      

      SSS...   DDD...   GGG...!!!   


