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SSSeeerrrmmmooonnn   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   333rrrddd   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   aaafff ttt eeerrr   PPPeeennnttteeecccooosss ttt   (((CCC))) ,,,   PPPrrrooopppeeerrr   666,,,   111777...vvviii ...222000000777   [[[FFFaaattthhheeerrrsss ’’’   DDDaaayyy]]]  
EEEvvvaaannngggeeelll iii cccaaalll   LLLuuuttthhheeerrraaannn   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   ooofff   SSSaaaiiinnnttt   JJJaaammmeeesss   ttthhheee   AAApppooosss ttt lll eee   ///   BBBrrroooggguuueee,,,   PPPeeennnnnnsssyyylllvvvaaannniiiaaa   
III III   SSSaaammmuuueeelll111:::222666---111222:::111000,,,111333---111555;;;   PPPsssaaalllmmm333222;;;   GGGaaalllaaattt iiiaaannnsss222:::111555---222111;;;   LLLuuukkkeee   777:::333666---888:::333   
888:::333000   aaa...mmm... ,,,   HHHooolllyyy   EEEuuuccchhhaaarrr iii sss ttt   BBBrrr iii eeefff   OOOrrrdddeeerrr ;;;   111000:::000000   aaa...mmm... ,,,   SSSeeerrrvvviiiccceee   ooofff   WWWooorrrddd   &&&   PPPrrraaayyyeeerrr   (((WWWOOOVVV)))   
   

JJJ...   JJJ...   !!!   

Grace to you and peace from Him Who is and Who was 

and Who is to come!     Amen. 

TTThhheeerrreeefffooorrreee,,,   III   ttteeelll lll   yyyooouuu,,,   hhheeerrr   sssiiinnnsss,,,   wwwhhhiiiccchhh   wwweeerrreee   mmmaaannnyyy,,,   hhhaaavvveee   bbbeeeeeennn   
fffooorrrgggiiivvveeennn;;;   hhheeennnccceee   ssshhheee   hhhaaasss   ssshhhooowwwnnn   gggrrreeeaaattt   lllooovvveee...   BBBuuuttt   ttthhheee   ooonnneee   tttooo   
wwwhhhooommm   lll iii ttt ttt llleee   iiisss   fffooorrrgggiiivvveeennn,,,   lllooovvveeesss   lll iii tttttt llleee..."""      TTThhheeennn   HHHeee   sssaaaiiiddd   tttooo   hhheeerrr,,,   
"""YYYooouuurrr   sssiiinnnsss   aaarrreee   fffooorrrgggiiivvveeennn..."""      BBBuuuttt   ttthhhooossseee   wwwhhhooo   wwweeerrreee   aaattt   ttthhheee   tttaaabbbllleee   
wwwiiittthhh   hhhiiimmm   bbbeeegggaaannn   tttooo   sssaaayyy   aaammmooonnnggg   ttthhheeemmmssseeelllvvveeesss,,,   """WWWhhhooo   iiisss   ttthhhiiisss   wwwhhhooo   
eeevvveeennn   fffooorrrgggiiivvveeesss   sssiiinnnsss???"""      AAAnnnddd   HHHeee   sssaaaiiiddd   tttooo   ttthhheee   wwwooommmaaannn,,,   """YYYooouuurrr   fffaaaiii ttthhh   
hhhaaasss   sssaaavvveeeddd   yyyooouuu;;;   gggooo   iiinnn   pppeeeaaaccceee..."""      SSSoooooonnn   aaafffttteeerrrwwwaaarrrdddsss   HHHeee   wwweeennnttt   ooonnn   
ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh   ccciii ttt iiieeesss   aaannnddd   vvviiilll lllaaagggeeesss,,,   ppprrroooccclllaaaiiimmmiiinnnggg   aaannnddd   bbbrrriiinnngggiiinnnggg   ttthhheee   gggooooooddd   
nnneeewwwsss   ooofff   ttthhheee   kkkiiinnngggdddooommm   ooofff   GGGoooddd...   TTThhheee   tttwwweeelllvvveee   wwweeerrreee   wwwiiittthhh   HHHiiimmm,,,   aaasss   
wwweeelll lll   aaasss   sssooommmeee   wwwooommmeeennn   wwwhhhooo   hhhaaaddd   bbbeeeeeennn   cccuuurrreeeddd   ooofff   eeevvviiilll   ssspppiiirrriii tttsss   aaannnddd   
iiinnnfffiiirrrmmmiiitttiiieeesss:::   MMMaaarrryyy,,,   cccaaalll llleeeddd   MMMaaagggdddaaallleeennneee,,,   fffrrrooommm   wwwhhhooommm   ssseeevvveeennn   
dddeeemmmooonnnsss   hhhaaaddd   gggooonnneee   ooouuuttt ,,,   aaannnddd   JJJoooaaannnnnnaaa,,,   ttthhheee   wwwiiifffeee   ooofff   HHHeeerrroooddd'''sss   
sssttteeewwwaaarrrddd   CCChhhuuuzzzaaa,,,   aaannnddd   SSSuuusssaaannnnnnaaa,,,   aaannnddd   mmmaaannnyyy   ooottthhheeerrrsss,,,   wwwhhhooo   ppprrrooovvviiidddeeeddd   
fffooorrr   ttthhheeemmm   ooouuuttt   ooofff   ttthhheeeiiirrr   rrreeesssooouuurrrccceeesss...         

–––   LLLuuukkkeee   777:::444777---888:::333   

   
Is this a version of the same story we heard only a few 

Sundays ago from John’s Gospel, with Mary Magdalene as 

the woman who anoints Jesus with costly ointment, who 

washes His feet with her tears and who dries His feet 
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with her hair?  Are we to understand that Mary 

Magdalene is the subject here, too, numbered with the 

other women disciples after her dramatic act of contrition 

and faith?  Perhaps so.  Perhaps not.  In any case, she is a 

woman very out of place—as a woman, as a public sinner, 

probably a prostitute, and as such a person presuming to 

enter a righteous man’s house and to insult his guest by 

not only approaching him but touching him.  Here Simon 

the Pharisee does not attack her for doing what she is 

doing, as does Judas Iscariot in John’s version, but he 

complains to Jesus about her because it is she who is doing 

what she is doing. 

            Simon the Pharisee, Simon the righteous Jew, 

does not realize who Jesus is, and in fact does not seem to 

accord Jesus the minimal courtesies of a guest—the 

opportunity to wash one’s feet.  He invites Jesus into an 
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apparently hostile dinner party, to recline at a table full of 

critics.  Perhaps the whole thing is a set-up, with the poor 

woman we meet in this story persuaded, perhaps even 

hired to enter this male circle of the righteous critics just to 

see what Jesus would do.   They see, and they do not 

understand.   

            Regardless of how or why she entered that 

house at that hour, this woman with a heavy burden of 

conscience was relieved of that burden without confessing a 

single word, without naming a single one of her apparently 

many sins.  Her weeping, her whole body language says it 

all.  Jesus forgives her.  Jesus declares God’s peace to her.  

Jesus gives her a new place from which to start in life and 

sends her on her way from that point in peace.  Next we 

are told that there were a number of women, first among 

them Mary Magdalene, but also “Joanna, the wife of 
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Herod’s steward, Chuza.”  That is, this woman, be she 

Mary Magdalene or not, is now numbered among a group 

including the wife of one of the most powerful men in 

Jerusalem and Roman Judæa at that time, the wife of the 

man who stood closest to King Herod.  This nameless 

woman, or Mary Magdalene, probably no older than a 

girl, is now numbered among the most prominent first 

converts of the Way of the Cross.  She has entered in the 

peace of Christ into the aristocracy of forgiven sinners. 

            She, who would probably not have ever 

described herself as a righteous person, has received much 

from God and she loves the One in Whom she has met 

God very, very much.  Simon the Pharisee, who knew 

himself and his friends to be righteous, shunning sinners, 

loves the One he thinks is just some itinerant Rabbi very, 

very little. 
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            We look at empty pews in this and other 

churches and may imagine the people we would like to see 

among us, worshipping and serving God.  Jesus calls those 

who treasure God’s grace above all else into His Church.  

With such love He can work great things for the Kingdom 

of God and for His Church.  Those who do not need 

Him, those who do not treasure His Father’s mercy or His 

Spirit’s peace, He also does not need, but of that He and 

He alone is Judge.  As we pray and plan in the weeks 

and months and, if God grant us that much time, in the 

years ahead, as we prepare ourselves as a congregation to 

receive others in Jesus’ name, let us also prepare our hearts 

and minds to receive Him as the One Who finds in us 

much to forgive and Who forgives us richly.     Amen. 
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Now to Him Who love us and has freed us from our sins 

by His blood, and has made of us a kingdom, priests to 

Our God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.     

Amen. 

 

   

   SSS...   DDD...   GGG...!!!   


