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SSSeeerrrmmmooonnn   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   111000ttthhh   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   aaafffttteeerrr   PPPeeennnttteeecccooosssttt    (((CCC))),,,    PPPrrrooopppeeerrr   111333,,,    555...vvviii iiiiii ...222000000777,,,   000888:::333000   ///    111000:::000000  
EEEvvvaaannngggeeelll iiicccaaalll   LLLuuuttthhheeerrraaannn   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   ooofff    SSSaaaiiinnnttt    JJJaaammmeeesss   ttthhheee   AAApppooosssttt llleee   ///    BBBrrroooggguuueee,,,    PPPeeennnnnnsssyyylllvvvaaannniiiaaa   
HHHooolllyyy   EEEuuuccchhhaaarrriiisssttt   –––   MMMiiissssssaaa   BBBrrreeevvviiisss    ///    HHHooolllyyy   CCCooommmmmmuuunnniii ooonnn   LLLiiitttuuurrrgggyyy,,,    EEELLLWWW   SSSeeettttttiiinnnggg   444   
EEEccccccllleeesssiiiaaasssttteeesss   111:::222,,,111222---111444;;;   222:::111888---222333;;;   PPPsssaaalllmmm   444999:::111---111222;;;    CCCooolllooossssssiiiaaannnsss   333:::111---111111;;;   LLLuuukkkeee   111222:::111333---222111   

JJJ...   JJJ...   !!!   

Grace to you and peace from Him Who is and Who was and Who 

is to come!  ?Amen. 

   

SSSooommmeeeooonnneee   iiinnn   ttthhheee   cccrrrooowwwddd   sssaaaiiiddd   tttooo   hhhiiimmm,,,   """TTTeeeaaaccchhheeerrr,,,   ttteeellllll   mmmyyy   bbbrrrooottthhheeerrr   tttooo   
dddiiivvviiidddeee   ttthhheee   fffaaammmiiilllyyy   iiinnnhhheeerrriiitttaaannnccceee   wwwiiittthhh   mmmeee..."""   

BBBuuuttt   hhheee   sssaaaiiiddd   tttooo   hhhiiimmm,,,   """FFFrrriiieeennnddd,,,   wwwhhhooo   ssseeettt   mmmeee   tttooo   bbbeee   aaa   jjjuuudddgggeee   ooorrr   aaarrrbbbiiitttrrraaatttooorrr   
ooovvveeerrr   yyyooouuu???"""   

AAAnnnddd   hhheee   sssaaaiiiddd   tttooo   ttthhheeemmm,,,   """TTTaaakkkeee   cccaaarrreee!!!   BBBeee   ooonnn   yyyooouuurrr   ggguuuaaarrrddd   aaagggaaaiiinnnsssttt   aaallllll   
kkkiiinnndddsss   ooofff   gggrrreeeeeeddd;;;   fffooorrr   ooonnneee'''sss   llliiifffeee   dddoooeeesss   nnnooottt   cccooonnnsssiiisssttt   iiinnn   ttthhheee   aaabbbuuunnndddaaannnccceee   ooofff   
pppooosssssseeessssssiiiooonnnsss..."""   

                                                                                                                           ------   LLLuuukkkeee   111222:::111333---111555   

 

Greed.  Fear.  They are two sides of the same coin, but this coin 

will not spend in the Kingdom of God.  Going about the business 

of that Kingdom, His Father’s Kingdom, Our Lord is hailed by 

someone from the sidelines.  Jesus, the powerful teacher and 

miracle-worker is about to become part of a human triangle, the 
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fulcrum a ne’er-do-well wants to use to budge his prosperous 

brother.  God’s glory is revealed in His refusal to be sucked into 

this trap, into taking sides over something of no ultimate 

importance.  Jesus uses the occasion to issue a warning to all who 

will hear.  Eyes straight ahead!  Focus on the coming and 

everlasting Kingdom of what God’s gift of mercy, not on what we 

think we have, should have or did have, not on the vanities of this 

life, passing like sand through the fingers of time.   

            In today’s Gospel, Jesus continues forward, forward toward 

the Cross, toward the total loss of everything this world has to 

offer, toward the collision between the Kingdom of Heaven and 

the prince and principality of this world in which the glory of His 

Heavenly Father will be revealed on the Third Day.  The true 

Church of Jesus Christ follows her Lord, forward, toward every the 

Cross without distraction, forward, cutting through every 

entanglement that does not pertain to God’s reign of compassion, 
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over every obstacle strewn by the Devil on her path.  This the 

Church does, where she is true to Christ, at every level of her life.  

In times of social crisis and change, she opens her doors to the 

fearful and the perplexed, just as the Lutheran Churches of East 

Germany did in the last days of that country’s enslavement under 

Communism.  But, though the Church never ceases to expand the 

circle of those for whom she lives, she never forgets her purpose.  

As the East German Lutheran Bishops taught, “The Church is for 

everyone, but the Church is not for everything.”   

            But, the pressure on the Church to live for everything is 

very strong indeed.  A political regime or worne-out social 

structure is failing, losing its credibility.  Should the Church not 

help to prop the state up?  No, she should not.  She serves to 

uphold those in positions of responsibility with her prayers, 

responsibility they have received from God, and not to sanctify 

their failures to exercise that responsibility.    There are those who, 
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their whole lives subservient or feeling inferior to  others, crave the 

chance to dominate and control someone, anyone, and thus to 

balance the scales of justice.  Should the Church not give them this 

chance and tolerate their petty and infantile behavior within the 

community of Word and Sacrament, dragging a whole 

congregation into the pattern of mental illness through co-

dependency?  This the Church must not do, for her Lord sends her 

into the world to heal and to make whole in His Name, not to 

become as sick as the demoniacs whose illness is so profound they 

see themselves as examples of health. The Church, as an 

institutional community, has institutional needs.  Should she not 

spend most of her time fretting about her institutional existence 

and hording the always limited amount of financial resources 

available to her?  If she does, she is planning for her own demise.   

            If we in our congregation, as a very small part of Christ’s 

vast Church, but as a very large reality in our own lives, have 
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become side-tracked from pressing forward to God’s Kingdom in 

any of the ways described above, or in other ways that may occur 

to you, then it is time for us to see things in sharper perspective, to 

view the path ahead with improved acuity through today’s Gospel 

as this is supported also by today’s First Reading and Psalm.  This 

life for each of us, and our life in this part of the Church militant 

and struggling on earth, is simply too short to allow ourselves to be 

drawn off to the side by concerns that do not pertain directly to the 

Church and her mission. 

            Because He did not stop to adjudicate that man’s complaint 

against his brother, Jesus was able to move on and touch the lives 

of many, many others that very day, perhaps including that man to 

whom He had to say ‘No.  Not now, friend.’  Where the Church 

follows her Lord and keeps pace with Him, she, too, will not waste 

time being what some want her to be at the expense of being the 

Bride of Christ.  Today our congregation’s nominating committee 
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meets to identify new leaders in our life and mission together.  

May men and women be found who are themselves focused on the 

Kingdom of God in this place and around the world, and may they 

help to lead us in the year ahead to go forward toward Christ’s 

mission for us without detour or distraction.  ???Amen. 

 

Now to Him Who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His 

blood, and has made of us a kingdom, priests to Our God and 

Father, to Him be glory and dominion with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever.  ?Amen. 

SSS...   DDD...   GGG...!!! 


