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JJJ...   JJJ...   !!!   
   

Hear the Word of God for your comfort and strength! 

A reading from the Book of Proverbs, Chapter 3: 
MMMyyy   ccchhhiiilllddd,,,   dddooo   nnnooottt   fffooorrrgggeeettt   mmmyyy   ttteeeaaaccchhhiiinnnggg,,,   bbbuuuttt   llleeettt   yyyooouuurrr   hhheeeaaarrrttt   kkkeeeeeeppp   mmmyyy   
cccooommmmmmaaannndddmmmeeennntttsss;;;      
fffooorrr   llleeennngggttthhh   ooofff   dddaaayyysss   aaannnddd   yyyeeeaaarrrsss   ooofff   llliiifffeee   aaannnddd   aaabbbuuunnndddaaannnttt   wwweeelllfffaaarrreee   ttthhheeeyyy   wwwiiillllll   
gggiiivvveee   yyyooouuu...      
DDDooo   nnnooottt   llleeettt   llloooyyyaaallltttyyy   aaannnddd   fffaaaiiittthhhfffuuulllnnneeessssss   fffooorrrsssaaakkkeee   yyyooouuu;;;   bbbiiinnnddd   ttthhheeemmm   aaarrrooouuunnnddd   
yyyooouuurrr   nnneeeccckkk,,,   wwwrrriiittteee   ttthhheeemmm   ooonnn   ttthhheee   tttaaabbbllleeettt   ooofff   yyyooouuurrr   hhheeeaaarrrttt...      
SSSooo   yyyooouuu   wwwiiillllll   fffiiinnnddd   fffaaavvvooorrr   aaannnddd   gggooooooddd   rrreeepppuuuttteee   iiinnn   ttthhheee   sssiiiggghhhttt   ooofff   GGGoooddd   aaannnddd   ooofff   
pppeeeooopppllleee...      
TTTrrruuusssttt   iiinnn   ttthhheee   LLLOOORRRDDD   wwwiiittthhh   aaallllll   yyyooouuurrr   hhheeeaaarrrttt,,,   aaannnddd   dddooo   nnnooottt   rrreeelllyyy   ooonnn   yyyooouuurrr   
ooowwwnnn   iiinnnsssiiiggghhhttt...      
IIInnn   aaallllll   yyyooouuurrr   wwwaaayyysss   aaaccckkknnnooowwwllleeedddgggeee   HHHiiimmm,,,   aaannnddd   HHHeee   wwwiiillllll   mmmaaakkkeee   ssstttrrraaaiiiggghhhttt   
yyyooouuurrr   pppaaattthhhsss...      
DDDooo   nnnooottt   bbbeee   wwwiiissseee   iiinnn   yyyooouuurrr   ooowwwnnn   eeeyyyeeesss;;;   fffeeeaaarrr   ttthhheee   LLLooorrrddd,,,   aaannnddd   tttuuurrrnnn   aaawwwaaayyy   
fffrrrooommm   eeevvviiilll...      
IIIttt   wwwiiillllll   bbbeee   aaa   hhheeeaaallliiinnnggg   fffooorrr   yyyooouuurrr   fffllleeessshhh   aaannnddd   aaa   rrreeefffrrreeessshhhmmmeeennnttt   fffooorrr   yyyooouuurrr   
bbbooodddyyy...      
HHHooonnnooorrr   ttthhheee   LLLOOORRRDDD   wwwiiittthhh   yyyooouuurrr   sssuuubbbssstttaaannnccceee   aaannnddd   wwwiiittthhh   ttthhheee   fffiiirrrsssttt   fffrrruuuiiitttsss   ooofff   
aaallllll   yyyooouuurrr   ppprrroooddduuuccceee;;;      
ttthhheeennn   yyyooouuurrr   bbbaaarrrnnnsss   wwwiiillllll   bbbeee   fffiiilllllleeeddd   wwwiiittthhh   pppllleeennntttyyy,,,   aaannnddd   yyyooouuurrr   vvvaaatttsss   wwwiiillllll   bbbeee   
bbbuuurrrssstttiiinnnggg   wwwiiittthhh   wwwiiinnneee...      
MMMyyy   ccchhhiiilllddd,,,   dddooo   nnnooottt   dddeeessspppiiissseee   ttthhheee   LLLOOORRRDDD'''sss   dddiiisssccciiipppllliiinnneee   ooorrr   bbbeee   wwweeeaaarrryyy   ooofff   hhhiiisss   
rrreeeppprrroooooofff,,,      
fffooorrr   ttthhheee   LLLOOORRRDDD   rrreeeppprrrooovvveeesss   ttthhheee   ooonnneee   hhheee   lllooovvveeesss,,,   aaasss   aaa   fffaaattthhheeerrr   ttthhheee   sssooonnn   iiinnn   
wwwhhhooommm   hhheee   dddeeellliiiggghhhtttsss...   
   

The Word of the LORD!  Thanks be to God!      
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A reading from the 23rd Psalm: 
TTThhheee   LLLOOORRRDDD   iiisss   mmmyyy   ssshhheeeppphhheeerrrddd;;;   III   ssshhhaaallllll   nnnooottt   wwwaaannnttt...      

HHHeee   mmmaaakkkeeettthhh   mmmeee   tttooo   llliiieee   dddooowwwnnn   iiinnn   gggrrreeeeeennn   pppaaassstttuuurrreeesss:::      

HHHeee   llleeeaaadddeeettthhh   mmmeee   bbbeeesssiiidddeee   ttthhheee   ssstttiiillllll   wwwaaattteeerrrsss...      

HHHeee   rrreeessstttooorrreeettthhh   mmmyyy   sssooouuulll:::      

HHHeee   llleeeaaadddeeettthhh   mmmeee   iiinnn   ttthhheee   pppaaattthhhsss   ooofff   rrriiiggghhhttteeeooouuusssnnneeessssss   fffooorrr   HHHiiisss   nnnaaammmeee'''sss   sssaaakkkeee...      

YYYeeeaaa,,,   ttthhhooouuuggghhh   III   wwwaaalllkkk   ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh   ttthhheee   vvvaaalllllleeeyyy   ooofff   ttthhheee   ssshhhaaadddooowww   ooofff   dddeeeaaattthhh,,,      

III   wwwiiillllll   fffeeeaaarrr   nnnooo   eeevvviiilll:::   fffooorrr   TTThhhooouuu   aaarrrttt   wwwiiittthhh   mmmeee;;;      

TTThhhyyy   rrroooddd   aaannnddd   ttthhhyyy   ssstttaaaffffff   ttthhheeeyyy   cccooommmfffooorrrttt   mmmeee...      

TTThhhooouuu   ppprrreeepppaaarrreeesssttt   aaa   tttaaabbbllleee   bbbeeefffooorrreee   mmmeee   iiinnn   ttthhheee   ppprrreeessseeennnccceee   ooofff   mmmiiinnneee   eeennneeemmmiiieeesss:::      

TTThhhooouuu   aaannnoooiiinnnttteeesssttt   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaaddd   wwwiiittthhh   oooiiilll;;;   mmmyyy   cccuuuppp   rrruuunnnnnneeettthhh   ooovvveeerrr...      

SSSuuurrreeelllyyy   gggoooooodddnnneeessssss   aaannnddd   mmmeeerrrcccyyy   ssshhhaaallllll   fffooollllllooowww   mmmeee   aaallllll   ttthhheee   dddaaayyysss   ooofff   mmmyyy   llliiifffeee:::      

aaannnddd   III   wwwiiillllll   dddwwweeellllll   iiinnn   ttthhheee   hhhooouuussseee   ooofff   ttthhheee   LLLOOORRRDDD   fffooorrr   eeevvveeerrr ...    

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul the Apostle to the 

Church at Rome, the 8th Chapter: 
WWWhhhaaattt   ttthhheeennn   ssshhhaaallllll   wwweee   sssaaayyy   tttooo   ttthhhiiisss???   IIIfff   GGGoooddd   iiisss   fffooorrr   uuusss,,,   wwwhhhooo   iiisss   aaagggaaaiiinnnsssttt   
uuusss???   
   
HHHeee   wwwhhhooo   dddiiiddd   nnnooottt   ssspppaaarrreee   hhhiiisss   ooowwwnnn   SSSooonnn   bbbuuuttt   gggaaavvveee   hhhiiimmm   uuuppp   fffooorrr   uuusss   aaallllll,,,   wwwiiillllll   
hhheee   nnnooottt   aaalllsssooo   gggiiivvveee   uuusss   aaallllll   ttthhhiiinnngggsss   wwwiiittthhh   hhhiiimmm???   
   
WWWhhhooo   ssshhhaaallllll   bbbrrriiinnnggg   aaannnyyy   ccchhhaaarrrgggeee   aaagggaaaiiinnnsssttt   GGGoooddd'''sss   eeellleeecccttt???   IIIttt   iiisss   GGGoooddd   wwwhhhooo   
jjjuuussstttiiifffiiieeesss   wwwhhhooo   iiisss   tttooo   cccooonnndddeeemmmnnn???   IIIsss   iiittt   CCChhhrrriiisssttt   JJJeeesssuuusss,,,   wwwhhhooo   dddiiieeeddd,,,   yyyeeesss,,,   wwwhhhooo   
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wwwaaasss   rrraaaiiissseeeddd   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   dddeeeaaaddd,,,   wwwhhhooo   iiisss   aaattt   ttthhheee   rrriiiggghhhttt   hhhaaannnddd   ooofff   GGGoooddd,,,   wwwhhhooo   
iiinnndddeeeeeeddd   iiinnnttteeerrrccceeedddeeesss   fffooorrr   uuusss???   

   
WWWhhhooo   ssshhhaaallllll   ssseeepppaaarrraaattteee   uuusss   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   lllooovvveee   ooofff   CCChhhrrriiisssttt???   SSShhhaaallllll   tttrrriiibbbuuulllaaatttiiiooonnn,,,   
ooorrr   dddiiissstttrrreeessssss,,,   ooorrr   pppeeerrrssseeecccuuutttiiiooonnn,,,   ooorrr   fffaaammmiiinnneee,,,   ooorrr   nnnaaakkkeeedddnnneeessssss,,,   ooorrr   pppeeerrriiilll,,,   ooorrr   
ssswwwooorrrddd???   
   
NNNooo,,,   iiinnn   aaallllll   ttthhheeessseee   ttthhhiiinnngggsss   wwweee   aaarrreee   mmmooorrreee   ttthhhaaannn   cccooonnnqqquuueeerrrooorrrsss   ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh   hhhiiimmm   
wwwhhhooo   lllooovvveeeddd   uuusss...   
   
FFFooorrr   III   aaammm   sssuuurrreee   ttthhhaaattt   nnneeeiiittthhheeerrr   dddeeeaaattthhh,,,   nnnooorrr   llliiifffeee,,,   nnnooorrr   aaannngggeeelllsss,,,   nnnooorrr   
ppprrriiinnnccciiipppaaallliiitttiiieeesss,,,   nnnooorrr   ttthhhiiinnngggsss   ppprrreeessseeennnttt,,,   nnnooorrr   ttthhhiiinnngggsss   tttooo   cccooommmeee,,,   nnnooorrr   pppooowwweeerrrsss,,,   
nnnooorrr   hhheeeiiiggghhhttt,,,   nnnooorrr   dddeeepppttthhh,,,   nnnooorrr   aaannnyyyttthhhiiinnnggg   eeelllssseee   iiinnn   aaallllll   cccrrreeeaaatttiiiooonnn,,,   wwwiiillllll   bbbeee   
aaabbbllleee   tttooo   ssseeepppaaarrraaattteee   uuusss   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   lllooovvveee   ooofff   GGGoooddd   iiinnn   CCChhhrrriiisssttt   JJJeeesssuuusss   ooouuurrr   LLLooorrrddd...  

The Word of the LORD!  Thanks be to God! 

 

As we are able, let us now please rise for the reading of the 

Holy Gospel. 

Alleluia, LORD, to whom shall we go?  You have the words 

of everlasting life.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 14th Chapter. 

Glory to You, O LORD! 
"""LLLeeettt   nnnooottt   yyyooouuurrr   hhheeeaaarrrtttsss   bbbeee   tttrrrooouuubbbllleeeddd;;;   bbbeeellliiieeevvveee   iiinnn   GGGoooddd,,,   bbbeeellliiieeevvveee   aaalllsssooo   iiinnn   
mmmeee...   
IIInnn   mmmyyy   FFFaaattthhheeerrr'''sss   hhhooouuussseee   aaarrreee   mmmaaannnyyy   rrroooooommmsss;;;   iiifff   iiittt   wwweeerrreee   nnnooottt   sssooo,,,   wwwooouuulllddd   III   
hhhaaavvveee   tttooolllddd   yyyooouuu   ttthhhaaattt   III   gggooo   tttooo   ppprrreeepppaaarrreee   aaa   ppplllaaaccceee   fffooorrr   yyyooouuu???   
AAAnnnddd   wwwhhheeennn   III   gggooo   aaannnddd   ppprrreeepppaaarrreee   aaa   ppplllaaaccceee   fffooorrr   yyyooouuu,,,   III   wwwiiillllll   cccooommmeee   aaagggaaaiiinnn   aaannnddd   
wwwiiillllll   tttaaakkkeee   yyyooouuu   tttooo   mmmyyyssseeelllfff,,,   ttthhhaaattt   wwwhhheeerrreee   III   aaammm   yyyooouuu   mmmaaayyy   bbbeee   aaalllsssooo...   
AAAnnnddd   yyyooouuu   kkknnnooowww   ttthhheee   wwwaaayyy   wwwhhheeerrreee   III   aaammm   gggoooiiinnnggg..."""   
TTThhhooommmaaasss   sssaaaiiiddd   tttooo   hhhiiimmm,,,   """LLLooorrrddd,,,   wwweee   dddooo   nnnooottt   kkknnnooowww   wwwhhheeerrreee   yyyooouuu   aaarrreee   gggoooiiinnnggg;;; 
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hhhooowww   cccaaannn   wwweee   kkknnnooowww   ttthhheee   wwwaaayyy???"""   
JJJeeesssuuusss   sssaaaiiiddd   tttooo   hhhiiimmm,,,   """III   aaammm   ttthhheee   wwwaaayyy,,,   aaannnddd   ttthhheee   tttrrruuuttthhh,,,   aaannnddd   ttthhheee   llliiifffeee;;;   nnnooo   
ooonnneee   cccooommmeeesss   tttooo   ttthhheee   FFFaaattthhheeerrr,,,   bbbuuuttt   bbbyyy   mmmeee...   

The Gospel of the LORD!  Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

 
   

 

 

 

Grace, mercy and peace be yours, from God Our Father and 

from Our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ!  Amen. 

 

Dale Lester “Jack” Brown was born in Chanceford 

Township on the 9th of April 1924, in the home of his 

parents on the edge of the land they farmed, land he would 

farm with them, land that would always be his work and his 

home.  He was born a child of God through water and the 

Holy Spirit on the 29th of June, 1929, through the ministry 

of the Rev. Glen T. Hafer, Pastor of Saint James 

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Jack was to live and serve 

as a member of Saint James Church all his life. Jack 
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attended the St. James one-room school.  He was confirmed 

in the faith of his Baptism by the Rev. Walter E. Waybright 

on the 16th of July 1939.  Like so many young men with 

whom he grew to manhood, Jack loved to play softball and 

made this into a lifetime sport for himself and his family. 

            On the 2nd of October 1948 Jack was joined in Holy 

Matrimony with Jacqueline Rehmeyer by the Rev. Claude 

R. Baublitz at the Altar of Saint James Church.  Though 

Jack and Jackie’s marriage would be crowned by the birth 

of sons and daughters, of grandchildren and great 

grandchildren, his love toward Jackie was primary, as he 

kept her always enthroned in his heart above all others save 

God alone. 

That was and is mutual where Jackie is concerned, and in 

some ways it is she who made some of the greater 

sacrifices in the marriage, especially where the Church was 

concerned, patiently learning our Lutheran teachings and 

ways and making them her own, allowing her beloved to 

give so freely of his time on the Council and committees of 

this Congregation and as a teacher of our youth in the 

junior high Sunday School, joining in herself with the 
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women of the Church in countless activities benefiting this 

Congregation and community.   

            Jack and Jackie enjoyed together the rare gift of a 

large and loving family gathered around them weekly.  Not 

every family that lives so close by gathers together every 

Sunday evening, but where love is there will be found those 

who enjoy one another and who celebrate the simple 

blessings of life together.  That love was expressed in 

values taught by both word and example, as for example 

the value of honest work, being a blessing as well as 

receiving blessings.  The children for whom Jack and 

Jackie provided learned to provide for themselves and their 

families in this way and they learned the dignity which 

comes with being expected to handle responsibility. 

            Strong bonds of family and community are built 

that way, great beams of a home much larger and stronger 

than any house, rooted deep in the soil Jack loved to till, in 

the land on which he loved to hunt, but deeper still in the 

love of the Creator and Redeemer of all Whose arms are 

there to catch us and to hold us, no matter how far we fall.  

It was that strong bond of love in a family where God was 
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real because faith and love were genuine that was able to 

withstand tragedy and the emptiness born of grief.  And out 

of that experience of heartbreak, Jack and Jackie reached 

out to others to build bridges of caring that will never be 

forgotten. 

            It was a shock to Jack’s family and to all of us that 

he was called home so quickly, for had it not been just days 

or weeks ago when we last saw him and spoke with him 

and enjoyed his smile and the warmth of his contentment, 

just to be able to be home with Jackie, to look after her 

needs as he always had done, and to look out on the good 

land as it changed from season to season?  But, thanks be to 

God, his gentle passing out of this life was little more 

trouble than his being born into it, and now he knows a joy 

in which all sorrow has been swallowed up and overcome!  

Is it not fitting to be able to commend him with thanks to 

the eternal goodness of the Triune God, just as we prepare 

to give thanks as a nation for those many blessings that are 

uniquely ours in this great country?  In Jack and in his 

generation we may see the passing of a way of life, but be 

assured that the dignity of a compassionate and upright 
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conscience by which Jack lived and Jackie continues her 

pilgrimage has been passed on to his children and through 

them to a great posterity. 

            The family of Jack Brown and this Congregation 

wish to thank those servants of mercy who have been such 

a tremendous help to the family in the past days, the 

Visiting Angels and the Visiting Nurse Association.  With 

very few nurses, the VNA performs a ministry of long-term 

and hospice care that includes the entire family of the 

patient.  Their national office has prepared a booklet for the 

families of those dying at home, explaining what to expect 

and to understand at each stage of the process, including 

also devotional verses and poetry.  One meditation in 

particular struck a resonant chord during Jack’s passing and 

the family has asked me to share it with you today.  The 

author is Henry Van Dyke: 
   III   aaammm   ssstttaaannndddiiinnnggg   uuupppooonnn   ttthhheee   ssseeeaaassshhhooorrreee...   AAA   ssshhhiiippp   aaattt   mmmyyy   sssiiidddeee   sssppprrreeeaaadddsss   hhheeerrr   

wwwhhhiiittteee   sssaaaiiilllsss   tttooo   ttthhheee   mmmooorrrnnniiinnnggg   bbbrrreeeeeezzzeee   aaannnddd   ssstttaaarrrtttsss   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   bbbllluuueee   oooccceeeaaannn...   SSShhheee   iiisss   aaannn   
ooobbbjjjeeecccttt   ooofff   bbbeeeaaauuutttyyy   aaannnddd   ssstttrrreeennngggttthhh...   III   ssstttaaannnddd   aaannnddd   wwwaaatttccchhh   hhheeerrr   uuunnntttiiilll   aaattt   llleeennngggttthhh   ssshhheee   
hhhaaannngggsss   llliiikkkeee   aaa   ssspppeeeccckkk   ooofff   wwwhhhiiittteee   ccclllooouuuddd   jjjuuusssttt   wwwhhheeerrreee   ttthhheee   ssseeeaaa   aaannnddd   ssskkkyyy   cccooommmeee   tttooo   
mmmiiinnngggllleee   wwwiiittthhh   eeeaaaccchhh   ooottthhheeerrr...   
   

TTThhheeennn   sssooommmeeeooonnneee   aaattt   mmmyyy   sssiiidddeee   sssaaayyysss:::   “““TTThhheeerrreee,,,   ssshhheee   iiisss   gggooonnneee!!!”””   
   

“““GGGooonnneee   wwwhhheeerrreee???”””   
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GGGooonnneee   fffrrrooommm   mmmyyy   sssiiiggghhhttt...   TTThhhaaattt   iiisss   aaallllll...   SSShhheee   iiisss   jjjuuusssttt   aaasss   lllaaarrrgggeee   iiinnn   mmmaaasssttt   aaannnddd   hhhuuullllll   
aaannnddd   ssspppaaarrr   aaasss   ssshhheee   wwwaaasss   wwwhhheeennn   ssshhheee   llleeefffttt   mmmyyy   sssiiidddeee   aaannnddd   ssshhheee   iiisss   jjjuuusssttt   aaasss   aaabbbllleee   tttooo   bbbeeeaaarrr   
hhheeerrr   llloooaaaddd   ooofff   llliiivvviiinnnggg   fffrrreeeiiiggghhhttt   tttooo   hhheeerrr   dddeeessstttiiinnneeeddd   pppooorrrttt...   
   

HHHeeerrr   dddiiimmmiiinnniiissshhheeeddd   sssiiizzzeee   iiisss   iiinnn   mmmeee,,,   nnnooottt   iiinnn   hhheeerrr...   AAAnnnddd   jjjuuusssttt   aaattt   ttthhheee   mmmooommmeeennnttt   
wwwhhheeennn   sssooommmeeeooonnneee   aaattt   mmmyyy   sssiiidddeee   sssaaayyysss:::   “““TTThhheeerrreee,,,   ssshhheee   iiisss   gggooonnneee!!!”””   ttthhheeerrreee   aaarrreee   ooottthhheeerrr   
eeeyyyeeesss   wwwaaatttccchhhiiinnnggg   hhheeerrr   cccooommmiiinnnggg,,,   aaannnddd   ooottthhheeerrr   vvvoooiiiccceeesss   rrreeeaaadddyyy   tttooo   tttaaakkkeee   uuuppp   ttthhheee   ggglllaaaddd   
ssshhhooouuuttt:::   
“““HHHeeerrreee   ssshhheee   cccooommmeeesss!!!”””   
   

AAAnnnddd   ttthhhaaattt   iiisss   dddyyyiiinnnggg...   
 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding 

preserve your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus Our LORD.  

Amen. 

   
SSS...   DDD...   GGG...!!!   


