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FFFeeeaaasssttt    ooofff    JJJááánnn   HHHuuusss,,,    PPPrrroootttooo---RRReeefffooorrrmmmeeerrr   &&&   MMMaaarrrtttyyyrrr   ///    PPPeeennnttteeecccooosssttt    888   (((AAA))) ,,,    666...vvviii iii ...222000000888   

EEEvvvaaannngggeeelll iiicccaaalll    LLLuuuttthhheeerrraaannn   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   ooofff    SSSaaaiiinnnttt    JJJaaammmeeesss   ttthhheee   AAApppooosssttt llleee ,,,    BBBrrroooggguuueee,,,    PPPeeennnnnnsssyyylllvvvaaannniiiaaa   

HHHooolllyyy   EEEuuuccchhhaaarrriiisssttt ,,,    000888:::333000   (((SSSpppoookkkeeennn   OOOrrrdddeeerrr))) ,,,    111000:::000000   (((EEELLLWWW   SSSeeetttttt iiinnnggg   555)))   

ZZZeeeccchhhaaarrriiiaaahhh   999:::999---111222;;;   PPPsssaaalllmmm   111444555:::888---111444;;;    RRRooommmaaannnsss   777:::111555---222555aaa;;;    MMMaaatttttthhheeewww   111111:::111666---111999   

   

JJJ...   JJJ...   !!!   
 

Grace to you and peace from Him Who is and Who was 

and Who is to come!     Amen. 

            “““RRReeetttuuurrrnnn   tttooo   yyyooouuurrr   ssstttrrrooonnnggghhhooolllddd,,,   OOO   ppprrriiisssooonnneeerrrsss   ooofff   hhhooopppeee;;;   

                              tttooodddaaayyy   III   dddeeeccclllaaarrreee   ttthhhaaattt   III   wwwiiillllll   rrreeessstttooorrreee   tttooo   yyyooouuu   dddooouuubbbllleee...”””      

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                     ------ZZZeeeccchhhaaarrriiiaaahhh   999:::111222   

   

“““CCCooommmeee   tttooo   mmmeee,,,   aaallllll   yyyooouuu   ttthhhaaattt   aaarrreee   wwweeeaaarrryyy   aaannnddd   aaarrreee   cccaaarrrrrryyyiiinnnggg   

hhheeeaaavvvyyy   bbbuuurrrdddeeennnsss,,,   aaannnddd   III   wwwiiillllll   gggiiivvveee   yyyooouuu   rrreeesssttt...      TTTaaakkkeee   mmmyyy   yyyoookkkeee      

uuupppooonnn   yyyooouuu   aaannnddd   llleeeaaarrrnnn   fffrrrooommm   mmmeee;;;   fffooorrr   III   aaammm   gggeeennntttllleee   aaannnddd   hhhuuummmbbbllleee      

iiinnn   hhheeeaaarrrttt,,,   aaannnddd   yyyooouuu   wwwiiillllll   fffiiinnnddd   rrreeesssttt   fffooorrr   yyyooouuurrr   sssooouuulllsss...      FFFooorrr   mmmyyy   

yyyoookkkeee   iiisss   eeeaaasssyyy   aaannnddd   mmmyyy   bbbuuurrrdddeeennn   iiisss   llliiiggghhhttt...”””         
   

                                                                                                                                                                              ------MMMaaatttttthhheeewww   111111:::222888---333000   

 

On this day in 1415, a priest and theologian of the One, 

Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ was 

but to a horrible death by the highest authority of the 

Western Christian Empire at the behest of the highest 

authority of the Western Catholic Church, the Ecumenical 

Council meeting at Constance, on the border between 
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Switzerland and Bavaria.  The Council had been convened 

to solve a number of problems facing Church and society.  

These „problems‟ included corruption in ecclesiastical 

appointments and the scandal of having not one, not two 

but three Popes at once, two in Italy, one in France.  The 

Council also intended to address problems such as the 

education and the moral and spiritual formation of the 

parish clergy, what to do about religious education in 

general, what to do about the threatening incursions of the 

Muslim Turks from the East, what to do about the Jews and 

what to do about heretics, both viewed as a religious and a 

social problem.  The big issues escaped the grasp of the 

Council, as the Council fathers, bishops, abbots and 

theologians, gradually lost interest or had to return home on 

pressing business.  What was left, the „rump‟ Council of 

Constance, decided to accomplish something and did so by 
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making life more difficult for the Jews and by bringing the 

weight of its power down on the heads of individuals such 

as Father Ján Hus. 

            Father Hus, who was no simple parish priest but 

rather a university theologian and at one time Rector of the 

Caroline University of Prague, was among those 

churchmen throughout Europe who wanted to reform the 

Church „in head and members‟ as the Council of Constance 

said it intended to do.  He very deliberately and 

intentionally carried forward the reforming program of 

Father John Wycliffe, an English theologian and Bible 

translator from a half century before.  That program 

included an insistence on presenting the Bible and at least 

part of the Liturgy to the people of each nation in their own 

language, and not just in Church Latin.  Wycliffe‟s reform 

also included the restoration of the Chalice to the laity in 
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the administration of Holy Communion, and called into 

question the temporal power of the Pope and other 

members of the hierarchy to rule over earthly principalities.  

Is this starting to sound familiar to your Lutheran ears?  If 

not, then consider that John Wycliffe, and then in turn Ján 

Hus, also called into question the Pope‟s authority to 

withhold the final forgiveness of Christ from the soul‟s of 

departed Christians being purified in Purgatory.  All of this 

had been set forth by John Wycliffe, under the protection of 

the English crown, less than half a century before, and now 

by Hus, under the protection of Emperor Sigismund, who 

withdrew that protection as soon as Hus reached 

Constance.  The Holy Roman Empire of the German 

Nation was not obliged to keep faith with either infidels or 

heretics. 
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            The Council of Constance tried to erase the teaching 

of both men, Wycliffe and Hus, by condemning their 

teaching as heretical and their persons as heretical.  The 

bones of a long dead John Wycliffe would be disinterred, 

burned and scattered over unconsecrated ground.    Ján 

Hus, alas, was fully present for his own „handing over to 

the secular arm‟ and burning.  He hailed from the 

Bohemian village of Husinec, a place apparently known for 

its geese.  „Hus‟ means „goose‟ in the Czech and Slovak 

languages.  His countrymen, both Catholics and Hussites, 

and, later, Lutherans and Moravian Brethren, and in our 

own time even atheist and agnostic Communists and 

Socialists, all have liked to tell the story that he cried out 

from the flames, “Today you roast a goose, but in a 

hundred years a swan will arise from these flames to 

proclaim the truth,” or words to that effect, none of which I 
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can possibly imagine coming from some poor soul who is 

being burned to death, tied to a stake with brush piled up to 

his neck. 

            However true or apocryphal that story may be, in a 

hundred years another voice was raised with exactly the 

same program of reform, exactly the same call to the 

Church to sharpen her focus on the whole purpose of her 

existence and teaching, a purpose that is pretty well 

summed up in the last three verses of today‟s Gospel.  

Christ the Redeemer, Christ the Mediator, Christ the 

Savior, Christ the Good Shepherd, Christ the welcoming 

Host of the Holy Supper He instituted for our salvation is to 

be at the center of the Church‟s life and teaching.   

            Why?  Because if He is not clearly at the center and 

speaking in His own voice as this is witnessed in Scripture, 

then how are we who are burdened to exhaustion by the 
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guilt others put on us or by the burden of guilt we so 

tenaciously hang on to ourselves, how are we to hear that 

voice and that gracious invitation?  The tendency is so 

strong to attach all manner of conditions to that invitation 

to which Christ the Lord attaches absolutely none!  And 

when we who are alive now, we who are part of the Church 

Militant now, the Church struggle on earth now, when we 

who are responsible for the purity of the Gospel message, 

be we among the clergy or among the laity, when we attach 

conditions to that invitation, invitation those of one sort but 

not of another, then we neither hear it ourselves nor do we 

proclaim it to others and when that happens we have ceased 

to be of use to the Kingdom of God.  What is worse, we 

have become an obstacle to it.   

            Is it any different in our society, in our nation 

today?  Emma Lazareth, more than any other American 
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poet, caught the spirit of this nation and its lofty purpose 

among all the nations of the world when she wrote what 

would become that now hotly debated inscription on the 

base of the Statue of Liberty. In her poem, “American 

Colossus,” no requirements are listed to come to America 

or to become an American, unless one considers being 

exhausted, burdened, poor and oppressed a requirement.  

Helene Stapinski, in her chronicle of a childhood in Jersey 

City,* says that the statue of Liberty Reclining, or „the 

Tired Lady,‟ in front of the city hall, always meant to her 

that those who really were too tired and exhausted to go on 

once they left Ellis Island found a home in Jersey City, 

Hoboken or Bayonne, while the rest, still strong and 

upright like Emma Lazareth‟s Tall Lady on Liberty Island, 

___________________ 

*Five-finger Discount—A Crooked Family History (2000) 
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migrated farther inland.  Most of our forebears would have 

been able to pass a test like that with flying colors, but we, 

who are none of those things, are having second thoughts.   

            Thank the Triune God that there are still those 

„prisoners of hope‟ here and there, „dreamers of the day,‟ as 

T. E. Lawrence called them, men and women in every age 

and place, who work to accomplish their dreams, those who 

will remind us unapologetically of that in which we 

supposedly believe, those whom some of us will call 

„heretics,‟ others „fools‟ or a „public nuisance,‟ and still 

others „reformers.‟  

            Here at Saint James Church, we have returned again 

and again to our mission statement as a congregation, to the 

consideration of what we believe and why we are here.  A 

„mission statement‟ is mostly about disciplined 

discipleship—Please pardon the redundancy!—about 
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identifying and achieving goals together as Christians.  I 

believe that a congregation ought also to consider having a 

„welcome statement‟ based on Jesus‟ own welcome in 

today‟s Gospel, a statement of grace and graciousness, a 

statement of beginnings that is not dependent on any 

outcomes. This congregation can be a very welcoming 

community.  I have experienced this myself and I have 

observed this happening at times when the Holy Spirit was 

clearly at work among us.  I will never forget one evening, 

which I imagine several of you remember.  We were 

having some sort of games night one Saturday evening with 

a spaghetti dinner, as I recall.  A poor family with several 

children noticed activity at the church and stopped.  They 

explained that they had traveled from Oregon to visit 

relatives here, and that they needed help with gas to make 

the trip back.  I don‟t remember how we addressed that 
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need, but what I do remember is the way they, and you, 

responded to my invitation to them to stay for supper with 

us.  They not only stayed for supper, but they spent the rest 

of the evening with us.  I saw how graciously and naturally 

you made them feel at home.  I remember the smiles on 

their faces.  I was so proud to be your Pastor.  You know 

how to welcome the outsider in this congregation.  If you 

decide to write a welcome statement, please do so with that 

episode in the life of this congregation in mind. 

            I recently discovered one of these „welcome 

statements‟ on the website of Saint Michael‟s Lutheran 

Church, a congregation of our Synod in the city of 

Harrisburg, and I would like to share that message with you 

here in closing: 

“If you are of different skin color and heritage than we are, you are 
welcome here.  



 12 

“If you suffer from addictions to drugs or alcohol (whether  
you are recovering or not), you and your family are welcome here.  

“If you are a woman or a child, you are welcome here, and you will not 
be harassed or abused.  

“If you want to bring children to worship, you are welcome here.  

“If you are single by choice, by divorce, or through the death of a 
spouse, you are welcome here.  

“If you are promiscuous, have had an abortion, or have fathered 
children and taken no responsibility for them, you are welcome here.  

“If you are a gossip, a cheat, or a liar, you and your family are welcome 
here.  

“If you are disobedient to your parents or have family problems, you are 
welcome here.  

“If you are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender, you and your family 
are welcome here. . . . 

“If you are young or old, rich or poor, whole or broken, you are 
welcome here.   

“If you are a sinner, like our neighbors, and us you are welcome here.      

“We take seriously the Apostle Paul's statement, "All have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)  

“We know "we are justified by the grace of God, which is a gift through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 3:20)  

“We offer you welcome here because we believe that "while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for the ungodly." (Romans 5:8) Christ did not die for 
us because we showed signs of "getting it all together," but because he 
loved and still loves us although we are sinners.  

“We--as sinful people--will not always be as quick to welcome, as we 
should be. We pray that God may give us the grace to welcome and 
forgive one another as Christ has welcomed and forgiven us. "For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son to die for it." (John 3:16)  

We want our community to know these things.  

You are welcome here with us.”  
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   Amen. 

 

Now to Him Who loves us and has freed us from our sins 

by His blood, and has made of us a kingdom, priests to His 

God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion both now 

and forever!     Amen. 

   

SSS...   DDD...   GGG...!!!   


